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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 5418 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINR, IN 

SUB J : BIO DATA ON CHARAN SINGH, MINISTER FOR HOME 
AFFAIRS 

1 . BORN DECEMBER 23, 1902 IN BARABANKI, NEAR LUCKNOW 
IN UTTAR PRADESH, SINGH IS FROM A JAT FAMILY. (THE JATS 
ARE RELATIVELY PROSPEROUS FARMERS.) HE WAS EDUCATED AT 
AGRA UNIVERSITY, WHERE HE RECEIVED AN MA IN 1925 AND AN 
LLB IN 1928. 

2. SINGH BECAME ACTIVE IN THE CONGRESS PARTY IN THE 

LATE THIRTIES AND WAS ARRESTED SEVERAL TIMES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT. HE WAS REPUTED TO HAVE BEEN 
ONE OF THE MORE MILITANT MEMBERS OF THE "QUIT INDIA" 

MOVEMENT. SINCE 1937 TO THE PRESENT HE HAS BEEN A MEMBER 
OF THE UP LEGISLATURE. HE HAS HELD VARIOUS MINISTERIAL 
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PORTFOLIOS IN THE STATE INCLUDING JUSTICE, INFORMATION, 

AGRICULTURE, REVENUE, TRANSPORT, AND HOME. FOR TWO BRIEF 
PERIODS HE HEADED COALITION GOVERNMENTS IN UP AS THE 
CHIEF MINISTER: 1967-68 AND IN 1970. HE HAS NEVER 
BEEN A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT UNTIL HIS ELECTION EARLIER 
THIS MONTH ON THE JANATA TICKET. 
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3. CHARAN SINGH WITHDREW FROM THE CONGRESS PARTY IN 
1967 REALIZING THAT HIS POLITICAL FORTUNES COULD BETTER 
BE SERVED BY ORMING A PEASANT BASED PARTY, THE BKD, THE 
BHARTIYA KRANTI DAL. IN 1974 HE FOUNDED THE BHARTIYA 
LOK DAL, BLD, IN WHICH THE BKD REMAINS AN IMPORTANT 
GROUP. AS CHIEF MINISTER OF UP IN 1967 SINGH WAS FACED 
WITH LANGUAGE RIOTS. HIS WILLINGESS TO CATER TO HIS 
COALITION ALLIES LED TO A FURTHER BREAKDOWN OF LAW AND 
ORDER. IT WAS CLEAR TO OBSERVERS AT THAT TIME THAT THE 
PRESERVATION OF HIS POLITICAL SKIN WAS CHARAN SINGH S 
FIRST CONCERN. THIS CLOUDED THE REPUTATION HE PREA 
VIOUSLY HAD FOR PERSONAL INTEGRITY. 

4. CHARAN SINGH S IAT BACKGROUND IS SAID TO MAKE HIM 
PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE TO WHAT IS HAPPENING AT THE GRASS 
ROOTS. HIS CONCERN FOR THE PEASANTRY LED HIM TO TAKE 
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN ENFORCING LAND REFORM IN UP SINGH 
WOULD EMPHASIZE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND DEVOTE 
FEWER RESOURCES TO HEAVY INDUSTRY. IN 1970 CHARAN 
SINGH DESCRIBED HIMSELF TO OUR AMBASSADOR AS A FRIEND 
OF THE UNITED STATES AND AN ANTI-COMMUNIST. (HIS SON 
STUDIED INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
CHICAGO AND SUBSEQUENTLY WORKED FOR IBM IN BOMBAY.) WE 
ARE NOT AWARE OF OTHER VIEWS HE MAY HAVE ON FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. CHARAN SINGH’S POLITICAL ROLE TO DATE HAS 

BEEN AS A LEADER OF A REGIONAL PARTY. OUTSIDE OF UP, 
HARAYANA AND RAJASTHAF HE HAS NO REAL FOLLOWING. 
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